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Family Offering last Sunday.

Pastoral Letter on Sabha Dinam by Major Archbishop

Prot. No. 1100/2015

GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY, the Major
Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, to the Archbish-
ops, Bishops, Priests, Men and Women Religious and Lay
Faithful of the Syro-Malabar Church, May the Grace of the
Lord be with you all!

My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,
In response to the question of St. Thomas: “Lord, we do
not know where you are going; then, how will we know
the way?”, Jesus replied: “I am the Way, the Truth and the
Life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (Jn:
14:5-6). The question of Thomas and the response of Jesus
took place when Jesus revealed that he would be leaving
the disciples to go to His Father and that he would come
back after preparing a place for them in Heaven and that
they would know the Way to the Father.

Jesus revealed a great truth to the world because of the
intervention of St. Thomas. Christ is the Way to the Father

for the children of God. Sons of men find truth and attain
the fullness of life through this Way. Jesus has come from
his Father in heaven and his birth as a man is meant to give
the fullness of life to mankind. It is the Way of Christ that
we have to seek to get the meaning of life. St. Thomas
wanted to find the Way that Jesus would take to be with
the Father. If Jesus is the Way, it means then, that His life
would be the Way that we have to choose for our lives too.

Seeker of the Way:

St. Thomas has sought the Way to heaven. He searched
for it not from anyone else but from his own Master and
Lord, Jesus Christ. He found the way from Jesus himself.
For every Christian, the Way of life is Christ himself. To
be baptized into a new being with Christ, living like Christ,
suffering, dying and rising like Christ is the way of life for
a Christian. This way of life is called the ‘Way of Christ”
by Christians, as we read in the Act s of the Apostles. The
early Christians of India called this way, the Way of Tho-
mas. Our forefathers were those who received the Way of

Thomas.
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READINGS & READERS

JUNE 28 Sixth Sunday of Apostles

JULY S Seventh Sunday of Apostles

READING | PASSAGE 9:45 A.M. PASSAGE 9:45 A.M.

First Deut. 4: 1-8 Little Flower Vachachira Deut. 4:10-14 George Chakkalathottiyil
Second 1 Cor. 10:23-31 |Jayden Keezhangattu (English) 1 Cor. 16:1-14 Jasmine puthenpurayil

Gospel Luke 12:57-13:5 | Unless you repent you will perish | Luke 13:22-30 Enter through the narrow door.

CHURCH SCHEDULE

MONDAY - FRIDAY, JUNE 22 - 26, 2015

Holy Mass at 7:00 P.M.

St. Anthony novena on Tuesday and St. Joseph novena on
Wednesday.

Baptism Class on Tuesday, 23rd at 8:00 P.M.
Wednesday: Birth of John the Baptist.

Friday: Adoration for children

SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2015
Holy Mass and novena at 10:00 A.M.

SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2015

Feast Celebration of Sts. Peter & Paul with Holy Mass
at 9:45 A M.

Fathers' Day Celebration by Women Ministry.
Lectors' Training after Holy Mass.

MONDAY - THURSDAY, JUNE 28 - JULY 2, 2015
Holy Mass at 7:00 P.M.

Sts. Peter & Paul on Monday (Holy Day of Obligation)
St. Anthony novena on Tuesday and St. Joseph novena on
Wednesday.

Three day prayers for feast of St. Thomas the Apostle
staring from July 1st, Wednesday.

Thursday: Day of fasting for ecclesiastical enhance-
ment of Pravasi Syro-Malabar faithful.

FRIDAY, JULY 3: Feast of St. Thomas the Apostle.
(Holy Day of Obligation).
Holy Mass at 7:00 P.M. followed by 1st Friday Adoration.

SATURDAY, JULY 4, 2015 U.S. Independence Day.
Holy Mass and novena at 10:00 A.M.

SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2015

Holy Mass at 9:45 A.M. Feast of St. Thomas Celebration
Blessing of Birthdays and Wedding anniversaries of July
after Holy Mass.

MONDAY - FRIDAY, JULY 6 - 10, 2015
Holy Mass at 7:00 P.M.
Tuesday: Holy Mass by Balasore Bishop Simon Kaipuram.

SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015
Holy Mass and novena at 10:00 A.M.

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2015
Holy Mass at 9:45 A.M.

Wedding Melson Mathew Koratti-

Banns yil, son of Mathew and

3.3, Paluch Co Ine

Lillykutty from Korattiyil
family, of Sacred Heart Knanaya Catholic Parish, Tampa,
with Jennifer Jose Pazhampally daughter of Jose and
Lourdcymole from Pazhampally family, of Sacred Heart
Knanaya Catholic Parish, Chicago to be held on Septem-
ber 5, 2015. (3/3).

Lecil Mathew Philip, son of Philip and Ancy from
Kannothara family of Sacred Heart Knanaya Catholic Par-
ish, Chicago with Rany Jossy, daughter of Jossy and
Jessy from Idukkuthara family, of St. George Forane
Church, Kaipuzha to be held in India on August 1, 2015.
(3/3).

FAMILY DEDICATION Nidhin Jikku son

of Jikku and Thank-

June 28 amma from Chiracka-

Sunny and Molly Mutholath parambil family of
Tomy and Suja Tharathattel Chamakala  parish
Sunny and Beena Chemmachel with Jintu John daugh-
Sabu and Sheeba Mutholath ter of John and
July 5 Thrgsiammg frqm

George and Pennamma Muriparambil - family
Chackalathottil |°f ~ Sacred  Heart

Knanaya Catholic Par-
ish, Chicago to be
held in India on July

John and Sally Muriparambil
Mathai & Sally Aikkaraparambil
James and Ajimol Puthenpurayil

CHURCH OFFERINGS June 21
Holy Mass Offering 913.00
Annual Contribution 360.00
Guadalupe Shrine Offering 444.00
St. Anthony Novena 231.00
Main Feast: Offerings addition 95.00
Special Donation for wake 650.00
Facility Usage donation 350.00
Family Year Contribution 560.00
TOTAL 3,603.00
AGAPE MOVEMENT
Agape Store St. Mary's 35.00
Agape Store Sacred Heart 55.00
TOTAL AGAPE 90.00




One who walked in the Way:

St. Thomas walked in the way of Christ when he found
that Christ was the Way. He accepted the experience of
Christ as his own. St. Paul too speaks in the same vein
when he says “Christ is my Life.” Jesus speaks about the
persecutions that the disciples would encounter when they
were sent for the ministry in Galilee. He reminded them
that their sufferings would be similar to the sufferings of
their Master, (Mt. 10:21-25).T he depth of discipleship is
really revealed in the words that Thomas uttered when the
other disciples tried to prevent Jesus from going to Jerusa-
lem by saying that the Jews were waiting to stone him to
death: “ Let us go and die with him.(Jn. 11:16). The desire
of St. Thomas to follow the Way of Jesus was fulfilled
when he was killed at Chinnamalai, Mylapore, pierced
with a sword. Chinnamalai became the Calvary for St.
Thomas. He died with Jesus. He might have said at the
time of his death the words that he uttered when he was
face to face with Jesus in the closed room: “My Lord and
My God.” Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI has said in his
book “Jesus of Nazareth” that those words of St. Thomas
are the most important declarations of Faith that we find in
the Gospel.

Those who have to walk in the Way:

Those who have accepted the Christian Way have to
walk in the path of Christ. When we lose our Way, the
credibility of our faith is at risk. When Christians are in-
dulging in alcoholism, extravagant spending and luxurious
ways of life, ignoring the obligations of their commitment
to Jesus, something deep and spiritual is missing from their
lives.

We don’t have to view this criticism with intolerance.
People expect a life style that is in conformity with
Christ’s way of life from those who are believers in Christ.
That is the reason why Christians and Christian Churches
are criticized more severely than the followers of other
religions. How lofty is the way of Christ that teaches eve-
ryone to love one’s enemies and to practice that love to be
witnessed through one’s own personal life. Christians have
to develop such a noble way of life. Because of evil ac-
tions of a few Christians, the good that is done by the
Church and the individual Christians is ignored by many in
today’s world. Who can deny the great contributions made
by Christians in the field of education and Healthcare in
India? Christians are also in the forefront of many charita-
ble activities. Many other groups or institutions are now
engaged in charitable activities, inspired by the contribu-
tion of the Christians. Christians are also involved in help-
ing the mentally and physically challenged people. We
shall work to strengthen our Christian witness by continu-
ing to do the good works and by avoiding sinful actions.

Priests, the religious and the laity have to join together
in this reformation of life in the Church. The celebration of

the Year of the Consecrate Life is in fact aimed at the ref-
ormation of all the believers in Christ. Through the activi-
ties of the Catholic Congress, Youth Movement and the
Mathru Vedi, these steps for reformation in the Church can
definitely be implemented.

On this day when we celebrate the memory, Dukarana,
of the martyrdom of St. Thomas, we shall remember all
those who sacrificed their lives for Christ especially those
Christians who were martyred recently in Iraq and Syria
and also the life of the Indian Martyr Blessed Devashayam
Pillai and Servant of God Sr. Rani Maria.

India is a land where the followers of many religions
live in harmony. We do accept the good that is in all relig-
ions and do not reject anything that is true and holy in
other religions as we proclaim the Truth and the Life that
is Jesus, with respect for all. Many of the activities, life
styles, traditions and teachings of other religions are differ-
ent from the teachings of the Church .In spite of that, the
Church respects these traditions and practices. For, all
these religions contain the rays of Truth that illuminate the
life of all (Non-Christian Religions No. 20).

Sabha dinam:

The celebration of Sabha dinam will be held at Mount
St. Thomas, Kakkanad. All the representatives of all the
dioceses and Religious congregations are invited to partici-
pate in the celebration. I urge all our parishes and Pravasi
communities to celebrate this day solemnly with Eucharis-
tic celebrations, meetings and cultural programmes. The
contributions collected on the Saba Dinam should be used
for the common needs of the Church.

I am sorry to note that it has not been yet been possi-
ble to organize ecclesiastical structures for the Pravasi
communities to worship in their own rite. Even though
the Holy See is in favor of making arrangements in this
mater, there are still some practical difficulties which
remain unresolved.

Hence, | urge all our Pravasi Catholic faithful who
are living outside the 29 dioceses of the Syro-Malabar
Church to observe July 2nd as a day of fast and prayers
so that they may be given the permission to have their
own ecclesiastical organizations to worship in their own
rite. All the faithful are also requested to join the Pravasi
Catholics on this day through their prayers.

Lovingly in Christ Jesus,

+George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-
Malabar Church at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad, on the
23rd of May 2015.




