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CONTACT INFORMATION

MisSsiON DIRECTOR
Fr. Abraham Mutholath
5212 W. Agatite Ave
Chicago, IL 60630.
(773) 412-6254
(773) 286-2556
E-mail: mutholath2000@yahoo.com
www.knanayamission.org/chicago

BULLETIN EDITOR
Mathachen Chemmachel
(708) 557-1907

TRUSTEES

Chicago: Saji Poothrukayil

(847) 293-9409
Sunny Thekkeparambil

(847) 673-6586

Addison: James Manjankal
(630) 758-1716

Baby Karikkal, (630) 379-8622

SECRETARY & PRO
George Thottappuram
(847) 975-9239

FINANCE
Chicago: John Elakkatt
Addison: Kurian Nellamattam,

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Chicago: Johny Thekkeparambil
(847) 533-8520
Secretary: Anna Kulangara
(847) 298-0786
Addison: Tonny Pullappally
(630) 205-5078
Secretary: Veena Jose Kaniyaly
(630) 539-7187

CHILDREN MINISTRY
Chicago: Bino Machanikkal
Saly Kizhakkekuttu
Addison: Tesa Thannikari
Ashley Varakalayil

TEENS MINISTRY
Chicago: Tito Kandarappally
Lissy Thottapuram
Addison: Sabu Mutholam
Justin Kalappurackal

YOUTH MINISTRY
Chicago: Mary Alumkal
Tessy Jose Njaravelil
Addison: Tessy Kanjirathumkal
Tomy Kunnassery

ADULT TRAINING
Jose Thazhathuvettathu

LAY APOSTOLATE
Joy Choottuvelil
Joy Nediyakalayil
Joy Chemmachel

SATURDAYS

St. Joseph Church
330 E. Fullerton Ave, Addison, IL 60101

Religious Education
3:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
Holy Mass @ 5:00 P.M.

Youth Seminars on First Saturdays
2:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
English Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite
First Saturdays @ 5:00 P.M.

SUNDAYS

Our Lady of Victory (OLV) Church
5212 W. Agatite Ave, Chicago, IL 60630

Religious Education
4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Holy Mass @ 5:30 P.M.

Youth Seminars on First Sundays
3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
English Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite
First Sundays @ 5:30 P.M.

NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF
PERPETUAL HELP

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE

Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. with Holy Mass and
Benediction at Community Center,
5110 N. Elston Ave, Chicago, IL 60630.

Saturdays after Holy Mass at St. Joseph
Church, 330 E. Fullerton Ave, Addison.

February 2006
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schedule of EVents

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2006
Religious Education Class at Addison from 3:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
Holy Mass and Novena at Addison at 5:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2006
Religious Education Class at OLV from 4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Holy Mass at OLV Church Upper level at 5:30 P.M.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 02, 2006
Mass, Novena, and Benediction at Community Center at 7:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 04, 2006

Youth Seminar at Addison from 2:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.

Religious Education Class at Addison from 3:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
Youth Mass and Novena in English at Addison at 5:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 05, 2006

Youth Seminar at OLV Chicago from 3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Religious Education Class at OLV from 4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Youth Mass in English at OLV Church Upper level at 5:30 P.M.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 09, 2006
Mass, Novena, and Benediction at Community Center at 7:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2006
Religious Edu. Knanaya History Class at Addison from 2:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
Holy Mass and Novena at Addison at 5:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2006
Religious Education Knanaya History Class at OLV from 3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Holy Mass at OLV Church Upper level at 5:30 P.M.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2006
Mass, Novena, and Benediction at Community Center at 7:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2006

Children & Teens Ministry at Addison from 2:30 to 3:45 P.M.
Religious Education Class at Addison from 3:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
Holy Mass and Novena at Addison at 5:00 P.M.
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SPOT LIGHT

Care more than others think necessary.
Trust more than others think wise.
Serve more than others think practical.
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KNOW OUR ORIGINS, LOVE OUR COMMUNITY, KEEP UP OUR FAITH, AND SERVE ALL PEOPLE.

A STUDY ON KNANAYA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

1.6.3: THE ATTENDANTS OF IMMI-
GRATION

Almost all the tradition as well as his-
tory is unanimous in ascertaining that
the immigration was consisting of 400
people of 72 families of seven sects
or clans. These include a bishop,
namely Uraha Mar Joseph, four
priests, many deacons and the lay
leader Knai Thomman. The names of
the seven sects are Baji, Hadai, Koja,
Belkouth, Kujalick, Majamoth, and
Thejamoth. However there are writers
who have recorded that there were
472 families among the immigrants.

1.6.4: THE TIME OF IMMIGRATION

With regard to the time of the arrival
of the community, there is a wide-
spread discussion and differences of
opinion. The local tradition puts it in
the year 345 AD. In the songs of sev-
eral churches such as the Kottayam
Valiyapalli, the Kottayam Cheriya-
pally, and the Kottayam Edakkattu
Church hold this tradition. However
these songs are of later origin and
hence lack originality. But in the immi-
gration song “Muvaroruvante” (line
13) the year of immigration is re-
corded in Malayalam Alphabetical
Chronogram by the word sovala,
which means AD 345. However there
are authors who place the time some-
where in the 8th or 9" century. Dion-
isio puts it in AD. 825, Diago de couto
in AD 811, and Burnell in 774 AD. But
according to many historians, the tra-
ditional date is found to be highly
probable.

But there may arise a problem. Ac-
cording to Dameo de goes the
Knaithomman Chepped was written in
three languages, namely, Chaldean,
Malabar and Arabic. If this Statement
is true and if Knaithomman Chepped
was given to Knaithomman himself,
this arrival must have been only after
6th century. This is because Muslims,
whose language was Arabic, came to
India only from the 7th century. How-
ever we cannot make a conclusive
judgment over this, unless we get the
original text and verify it.

Fr. Abraham Mukalel

1.6.5: VARIOUS NAMES OF THE
GROUP

These colonists were known in differ-
ent names such as Thekkumbhagar,
which is the most ancient, Syrian
Christians, Ancharappallikkar,
Knanites and Charamkettikal.

1.6.5.1: Thekkumbhagar (Southists)

Knanites were known as Thekkumb-
hagar in the ancient times. The tradi-
tion behind such a name is that when
they came to Cranganore they settled
in the Southern part of the city. Thus
they distinguished themselves from
the St. Thomas Christians who had
their dwellings in the northern side of
the city. Hence these two groups got
the names Southists and Northists.

Mr. Joseph Chazhikkattu brings be-
fore us a new hypothesis refuting the
traditional one. The Knanites trace
their origin to Jews in the lineage of
Judah. There was a division among
the Jews into Southern and Northern
kingdoms after the death of Solomon.
The tribe of Judah was in the South-

ern Kingdom. Later the Northern
Kingdom was destroyed and the peo-
ple entered into mixed marriage and
were later known as Samaritans. The
Knanities are from the lineage of
Judah and hence they were called
Southists from their very homeland
itself. The term
“suddisticas” (southerners or
southists) is used in the papal Bull
erecting the Diocese of Kottayam to
denote this group.

1.6.5.2: Syrian Christians

Thekkumbhagar were Christians and
they had brought with them their lit-
urgy. They were speaking Syriac and
their liturgy was in the language
Syriac. Moreover, they came from a
land which was popularly known as
Syria. Because of all these factors
they got the name Syrian Christians.

1.6.5.3: Ancharappallikkar

They were also known as Ancharap-
pallikkar because they had five
churches of their own, namely Diam-
per, Kaduthuruthy, Kottayam,

Chunkom and Kallissery. They had
half privilege in all other churches

CRR I N
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The migration toK odungalloor under the leadership of Thomas of Kinai and Bishop

Joseoh of Urha
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also. Thus they were called
Ancharappallikkar (owners of five and
a half churches).

1.6.5.4: Knanites

The term Knanites is of a later origin
say in the 19th century. It had its ori-
gin in the Jacobite Southist Commu-
nity. However, this term has got much
popularity and today it functions as
the most common term to denote the
community. It had its origin from the
surname of its leader Knaithomman
(Knan, Kinan, etc).

1.6.5.5: Charamkettikal?

This term was used as a word to ridi-
cule the community by the others.
Etymologically this term means,
“keeping ashes lied with them.” But in
fact, it is a story of inspiration for the
Knanites. While the city of Cran-
ganore was burned in 1524 by the
Muslims, the Knanites had to flee
from the place. Before leaving the
place, they took a little bit of ash of
the burned city and kept with them.
This shows their affection to the land
where their ancestors lay buried. It is
interesting to note Hindus have a spe-
cial attachment to ashes of their dead
ones.

1.6.6: THE GOAL OF IMMIGRATION

According to the tradition, they organ-
ized this as a missionary expedition.
Many writers testify to this. The fact
that the group included a bishop, four
priests and some deacons points to
this fact. The continuation of bishops
from Syria by the Knanites efforts is
an added proof for it. The members
preached Gospel mainly through their
lives.

The second purpose of their arrival
was said to be commercial. Knai
Thomman himself was a great mer-
chant who had his own warehouses
and other establishments in one of
the harbor towns of Bet Huzaye. The
Perumal received him with great
honor and granted 72 privileges. This
might have to safeguard the commer-
cial interests of his country.

A further reason is said to be the per-
secution in the Persian Empire in the
fourth century especially under the

king Sapor Il. This may also have
prompted them to leave their native
land. But the argument that this is the
only reason of their immigration is
untenable. If one has to leave one’s
patronage and native land due to per-
secutions, that persecution should be
much bitter. But in such a very difficult
situation it is more likely impossible to
have such an organized fleet to a far
off land with a bishop, four priests and
deacons. Will anyone give a warm
welcome with honors and properties
to such a group running for their life?
Moreover with all possibility they
would have gone to the Roman Em-
pire where Christianity has already
become the official religion of the
State by the Edict of Milan in 313 AD.
It is improbable that oppressed peo-
ple move towards a place where they
have no security at all. We have al-
ready seen that at the time of their
arrival the condition of the St. Thomas
Christians was very pathetic.

Furthermore, certain of those who
stick on to this theory of persecutlon
place the arrival of Tho- mes

mas of Cana to the 8th
or 9th centuries. Due to
the persecution of Sapor
Il, a fourth century Em- g
peror there took place [&%
immigration to Kerala in
the 8th or 9th century!! It
itself shows that such a |
theory is an artificial one §
to safeguard their
vested interest. If at all |

tence of the community. Instead, it will
be an added feather on their hat if
they opted to run away rather to give
up their faith in Jesus Christ.

1.7: CONCLUSION

The Southists among St. Thomas
Christians of Malabar trace their origin
to the tribe of Judah of Israel. Their
history starts particularly from the
fourth century when they arrived at
Cranganore in 345 AD, under the
leadership of Knai Thomman. All
these are mere surmises chiefly got
from the tradition alone. Very few writ-
ten records are with us, which also do
not help us to reach to a conclusive
conclusion. At any rate, we are quiet
sure of their existence as a separate
ethnic community at least from the
15th century. Several European as
well as native writers testify to this
fact. Hence even if we forget the
whole past, at least from the 15th
century they have their own inde-
pendent existence which we have to
admit and admire.

we admit this theory o
persecution for argu-

The remains of King Cheraman Perumal’s palace at
ment's sake, it will not do  present at Kodungalloor preserved by the governmert.
any harm to the exis-
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This quiz is based on this series of articles on our Knanaya Catholic Commu-
nity. Any one can answer the questions and mail to Weekend Bulletin, 7818 W.
Argyle, Norridge, IL 60706 or hand over to the edjtor, Mathachan Chemmachel.
A team of experts will evaluate and best three answers from different age
groups will get prizes. The list of those who give correct answers will be pub-
lished. Please specify your name, adadress, and age in your correspondence.
Children, Teens, Youth, and Adult can participate. You will find answers for the
following questions in pages 4 and 5 of this issue.

8. Who all were included in the original Knanaya migration?
9. Why Knanaites are also known as Syrian Christians?
10. How do you refute the argument that the Knanaya Migration was

because of persecution?
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AUTHORITY FROM GOD

According to Moses, the people decided they didn’t want to hear God’s voice
directly any more. It was much too frightening. Why couldn’t God send human teach-
ers, prophets, instead? God agreed, but with a warning. The people had better listen to
those teachers, because they spoke in God’'s name.

That arrangement, though, had its own problems, for them and for us. How do
| know this teacher is truly from God? And if the teacher is from God, are all parts of
the teaching meant for me? We have the Church and scripture to help us with those
| questions, but still there are always a few loose ends.

That is the powerful significance of the sentence in today’s Gospel: “The peo-
ple were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority and not
as the scribes.” The people knew that this Jesus was authentic—truly a teacher sent

(N

ADVERTISEMENTS ARE WELCOME

[Ese————— - " / > —;’

Your complimentary advertisements on special occa- mBB klg @ﬁ IBI:iIH ns
sions like wedding, baptism, jubilee, and death anniver-
saries are welcome at a nominal contribution towards January 21 at Addison 472.00
charitable works of our Agape Movement. Please con-
tact George Thottapuram or Mathachan Chemmachel | | January 22 at OLV Church 374.00
for details. January 22 at OLV for Church Building Fund 200.00

READERS/LECTORS (I SHAUD BHA6Ms [ BMaOISHIE
JAN. 28 & 29 | PASSAGE ADDISION OLV CHICAGO
1st Reading Deutero. 18:15-20 Jaime Vayalil Shelly Kattapuram g
2nd Reading |1 Corinthians 7:32-35 | Danny Kaniyaly Jyothy Puthenpurayil.
FEB.4& 5 l
1st Reading Job 7:1-4, 6-7 Mathew Idiyalil Joann Puthenpurayil
2nd Reading |1 Cor. 9:16-19, 22-23 |Jed Manjankal Joanne Vachachira M
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Students and teachers of Fifth Grade in the eig Edcatio School at hicago.

TODAY'S READINGS

First Reading — Moses spoke to all the people, saying: “A prophet like me will the Lord, your God, raise up
for you” (Deuteronomy 18:15-20).

Second Reading — Brothers and sisters: | should like you to be free of anxieties (1 Corinthians 7:32-35).

Gospel — The people were astonished at Jesus’ teaching; he taught them as one having authority (Mark
1:21-28).
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Dupage County Office and Home Visits Available Car. (847) 293.6211

@ itywide Mortgage of America Corp.
- E | Jimmy Thomas Kollappallil
Business: 773.202.2600 | St s Gove. MCNEERETEREEE
Fax: 773.202.2605 T T i e O (773) 2022600
Cell: 847.208.8508 e ML Fax: (773) 202-2605

Res: 847.824.4026 b
ik pan) .-
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L Gudu)l] anolea .. uoediapn
Mathew Joseph 4305 West Irving Park 10er GR0Enl Ml s
M A Laan Officer Chicago, IL 60641 agnies G samae.
MARATHON TGO

peoh afglesy (B47) B14-3849

Fueling Service Stations in the
Midwest,
Towards the Future

Gasoline distribution ur
throughout the Midwest o

Your KNANAYA “With Honesty & Trust’
Gasoline Jobber dvt- Contact us, For Gas Supply, Lease, & Sdes.
Gas Depot Qil Co. A

IL 60053

847-581-0303 (Off)

847-581-0309 (Fax) ere
www.gasdepot.com

Horme Dream Hiome !

To fulfill your swoet dream Call loday & expericnce the differance 1! Gasol ine Distributor for Marathon & Phi llips
Shaji Nirappil Phone # - 847-928-9999 9739 W Irving Park Rd
Office: (630) 539. 7078 Fax  # - 847-928-5555 Schiller Park, IL 60176
Fex: (630) B33 6747 jcherian@chicagopetromarts.com bmani @chicagopetromarts.com
Cell: {630) 886-1044 )
Email: shajinirappitghotmeal.oom
FOR ALL YOUR

PERSONAL AND
BUSINESS TAX
SERVICES

ST. MICHAEL'S TOWING

24 HOUR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 1-866-JOE-4-TOW
POWER WASH 847-568-1500

Joy CHEMMACHEL 4002 W. Chicago, Chicago, IL
312-560-1600 7736 W. Dempster, Morton Grove, IL

m . Avian Realty

IMLS Serving You More For Less

gpecuilties molids pemdentl, Commersial & Cos Sratione i m ozl SHicsgo led mes. @

( M ‘
VY itywide Mortgage of America Corp.

JOSEPH MULLAPPALLIL _ PETER VARGHESE, cLu
...................................... PETER VARGHESE AGENCY, INC.

*

| AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

W amiam,com

| DELIVER WHAT | PROMISE TOMY 970 EAST ROLLINS ROAD

BUSINESS: 773.202.2600 . NELLAMATTAM ROUND LAKE BEACH, ILLINOIS 60073
CELL: 773.908.8296 46(_)5 West Irvmg Park 619 N. Milwaukee Ave., Suite 25 REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE
- . . Ch|cago IL 60641 Glenview, IL 60025. Office:  B47-223-7786 AMERICAN FAMILY SECURITIES, LLC
Fax: 773.202.2605 ! 847-486-4112 (Off) Fax:  B847-223.7805 6000 AMERICAN PARKWAY
847-302-8556 (Cell) E-Mail: pvarghes@amfam.com MACISION, WI Sa78s
AN ILLINOIS RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE LICENSEE L=l 847-724-3247 (Fa) = ol i seiionadsct S 1-888-428-5433
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cm(mmoé 0'9'901“5 4305 W. Irving Park, Chicago, IL 60641
Ca stles By King, Lid. e PIRED GERS v g ks Tel: 773.286.6200
D 516 Ccrﬁ._s A\.re6 I:{)Elg?loivaha\.rer1 Plaza) CARRY OUT & FREE HOME DELIVERY L Specializing in:
arien, lllinois 605 TEL: 773-774 5552 - il et Jo
Business (630) 964-6400 . o, , Disting Residential
Fax (630) 984-6459 JOHN MURIPARAMBIL 773829 1572 New Construction
Cell (630) 430-1730 @ JACOB PLAMPARAMPIL 773 774 5552 aﬁwmm * Commercial / Investment
For a Buyer / Seller Consultation
EDISON PARK PALACE RESTAURANT
Lukose (Luke)ml';i - rKalladanthle mumm 6701-08 N. NORTHWEST HWY Cell: 630-202-1002  For a Free Market Analysis
CHICAGO, IL 60631 Res: 630-307-1518  For a Free Pre-Qualification

Each Office iz Independently Owned and Operated 100% Customer Service

EQUALHOUEBGLENDER




