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CONTACT INFORMATION

MisSsiON DIRECTOR
Fr. Abraham Mutholath
5212 W. Agatite Ave
Chicago, IL 60630.
(773) 412-6254
(773) 286-2556
E-mail: mutholath2000@yahoo.com
www.knanayamission.org/chicago

BULLETIN EDITOR
Mathachen Chemmachel
(708) 557-1907

TRUSTEES

Chicago: Saji Poothrukayil

(847) 293-9409
Sunny Thekkeparambil

(847) 673-6586

Addison: James Manjankal
(630) 758-1716

Baby Karikkal, (630) 379-8622

SECRETARY & PRO
George Thottappuram
(847) 975-9239

FINANCE
Chicago: John Elakkatt
Addison: Kurian Nellamattam,

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Chicago: Johny Thekkeparambil
(847) 533-8520
Secretary: Anna Kulangara
(847) 298-0786
Addison: Tonny Pullappally
(630) 205-5078
Secretary: Veena Jose Kaniyaly
(630) 539-7187

CHILDREN MINISTRY
Chicago: Bino Machanikkal
Saly Kizhakkekuttu
Addison: Tesa Thannikari
Ashley Varakalayil

TEENS MINISTRY
Chicago: Tito Kandarappally
Lissy Thottapuram
Addison: Sabu Mutholam
Justin Kalappurackal

YOUTH MINISTRY
Chicago: Mary Alumkal
Tessy Jose Njaravelil
Addison: Tessy Kanjirathumkal
Tomy Kunnassery

ADULT TRAINING
Jose Thazhathuvettathu

LAY APOSTOLATE
Joy Choottuvelil
Joy Nediyakalayil
Joy Chemmachel

SATURDAYS

St. Joseph Church
330 E. Fullerton Ave, Addison, IL 60101

Religious Education
3:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
Holy Mass @ 5:00 P.M.

Youth Seminars on First Saturdays
2:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
English Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite
First Saturdays @ 5:00 P.M.

SUNDAYS

Our Lady of Victory (OLV) Church
5212 W. Agatite Ave, Chicago, IL 60630

Religious Education
4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Holy Mass @ 5:30 P.M.

Youth Seminars on First Sundays
3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
English Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite
First Sundays @ 5:30 P.M.

NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF
PERPETUAL HELP

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE

Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. with Holy Mass and
Benediction at Community Center,
5110 N. Elston Ave, Chicago, IL 60630.

Saturdays after Holy Mass at St. Joseph
Church, 330 E. Fullerton Ave, Addison.

January 2006
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schedule of EVents

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2005

No Mass and Religious Education Class at Addison

New Year Mass at OLV in the Upper Level at 8:00 P.M. by priest from Syro-
Malabar Cathedral.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 01, 2006
No Religious Education Class and Mass at Chicago today

THURSDAY, JANUARY 05, 2006
Mass, Novena, and Benediction at Community Center at 7:00 P.M. by Fr. Roy
Kaduppil.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 07, 2006

Youth Seminar at Addison from 2:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.

Religious Education Class at Addison from 3:45 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.

Youth Mass & Novena in English at Addison at 5:00 P.M. by Fr. Roy Kaduppil.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 08, 2006

Youth Seminar at OLV Chicago from 3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Religious Education Class at OLV from 4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Youth Mass in English at OLV Upper level at 5:30 P.M. by Fr. Roy Kaduppil.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2006
Mass, Novena, and Benediction at Community Center at 7:00 P.M. by Fr. Roy
Kaduppil

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 2006

Religious Education Confirmation Classes at Addison from 2:45 P.M. to 4:45
P.M. by Fr. Roy Kaduppil and Jesnon Kollaparambel.

Holy Mass and Novena at Addison at 5:00 P.M. by Fr. Roy Kaduppil.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2006

Religious Education Confirmation Class at OLV from 3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. by
Fr. Roy Kaduppil and Jenson Kollaparambel.

Holy Mass at OLV Church Upper level at 5:30 P.M. by Fr. Roy Kaduppil.

SINCE FR. MUTHOL TAH 1S ON VACATION UNTIL JANUARY 16TH, FR. ROY
KADUPAIL IS IN CHARGE OF THE MISSION UNTIL JANUARY 16TH . HIS
TEL EPHONE NUMBERS ARE (708) 415-0779 (CELL) / (708) 656-3365.

FR. ABRAHAM MUTHOLATH CELL IN INDIA (011-91) 9447-302 182
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MISSION DIRECTOR'S CoLumy
NAMING YOUR CHILD

| have noticed that many of our young
parents are not aware of our tradition in
naming children. So, | am writing this for
the special attention of the young couples
and the youngsters who might get married
in the near future.

When | was doing my residency for Clini-
cal Pastoral Education at UCLA Medical Center, | was
paged after one midnight to attend the death of a Jewish
patient. The mother of the patient asked for a Rabbi to
pray for her deceased son. It was difficult to get the Rabbi
at the time. When | approached the mother, her family said
the available chaplain is a Catholic priest. The mother
looked at my ID badge that displayed my name as
“Abraham M. Jacob” and said, he is okay because he has
at least two Jewish names. | clarified that my ancestors
were Jewish Christians and said the prayers.

Many times people in the United States have asked me
how | got the Jewish names. When | explain to them that
we have the tradition of inheriting names from our grand-
parents, they appreciate that valuable tradition. In our
community the practice is that the first born son will get the
name of his paternal grandfather as his first (baptismal)
name and the first born daughter will be named after the
grandmother from paternal side. The second born son will
get the name of maternal grandfather and the second born
daughter will be named after the maternal grandmother.
Others can be named after someone whose name is to be
remembered in the next generations. For example, when a
third son was born to my eldest sister his family gave my
name realizing that | won't have grandchildren to be
named after me. People of our community are usually
aware of whose names they have inherited.

Usually the first names or baptismal names of the grand-
parents are the names of a Christian saint or a holy person
in the Bible. During baptism, the child is named after a pa-
tron saint and the celebrant invokes the intercession of the
child’s patron saint. Isn’t it nice to have your child’s first
name after a saint and after one of your parents? Why
don’t we keep up this tradition of handing over first names
along with last names from generations to generations and
explain to our children how they inherited their names.
Your feedback is welcome.

With love and prayers,

Fr. Abraham Mutholath
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SPOT LIGHT
Fashionable names are
temporarily appealing.

Naming the traditional way will
have everlasting value.

WHAT'S IN ANAME?

Shake-
speare, in his
play Romeo and
Juliet,  writes,
“What's in a
name?” Today's
scriptures  re-
mind us that 7
thereisalotin a
name. The names that are mentioned in these read-
ings symbolize significant relationships in our faith:
Mary, Joseph, Jesus, Abba.

When we first meet Mary in Luke's Gospel,
the Evangelist writes simply, “and the virgin’s name
was Mary.” Mary—a young, faithful Jewish girl, whose
very name is synonymous with the “Yes!” with which
she responded to God’s plan.

We have come to honor the name Mary: “Hail
Mary” we pray in imitation of the angel's greeting.
“Holy Mary” we pray, acknowledging her total dedica-
tion to God. Today we celebrate the solemnity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. We honor
Mary for her willingness to enter into a unique rela-
tionship with God’s Son—a relationship that enables
all of us to name Jesus as our brother and savior.
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KNOW OUR ORIGINS, LOVE OUR COMMUNITY, KEEP UP OUR FAITH, AND SERVE ALL PEOPLE.

A STUDY ON KNANAYA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

PREFACE

We are living in a world where
extreme forms of castism, racism,
ethnicism, communalism, and fun-
damentalism are doing much harm
to the whole humanity. We hear
about racial problems in the
United States of America and Af-
rica, ethnic clashes in the Arab
Countries, communal and caste
problems in North India, and fun-
damentalist tendencies in various
religions. It is true that all these
kinds of extreme forms are men-
ace to the whole humanity. At this
juncture | looked into myself, a
sort of introspection, whether my
community belongs to anyone of
these categories. Is it a caste? A

Fr. Abraham Mukalel

a lot on this subject, both appreci-
ating and criticizing. 1 am very
grateful to certain persons also
such as, my parents, Rev. Msgr.
Jacob Kollaparambil, and Rev. Dr.
Jacob Vellian, who inspired me to
have a thorough, critical evalua-
tion of these things, and to have a
balanced view about these, and to
accept what is right. From my
readings and study, | could under-
stand that Knanaya community is
an existing reality and no one can
deny it. It has got a rich culture,
which is manifested through its
lengthy history, customs and tradi-
tions, and folk songs. The variety

race? Or an ethnic group? Has it
got the tendencies of fundamental-
ism and communalism? This iden-
tification was very important to de-
cide whether it is a nuisance to the
whole universe by creating divi-
sion in the human world and hos-
tility towards others or is it a valu-
able, remarkable asset to human-
ity by adding beauty to the nature
as the different types of flowers in
a garden adds beauty to it.

This introspection led me to read

and cultural richness of the com-
munity made Mar Varkey Vitha-
yathil, the Major Archbishop of the
Syro-Malabar Church to call it,
“The eighth wonder of the world.”

But sad to say, in all the above
said aspects, she has been misun-
derstood either unknowingly or
knowingly, either accidentally or
deliberately. True, it has an iden-
tity of its own, but a distorted one
being used by many for personal

benefits. This distortion is well evi-
dent in her history. In order to es-
tablish each one’s vested inter-
ests, the historians who wrote
huge works on Indian church his-
tory, but has spent not even a sin-
gle page to mention about this
community consisting of more
than 200,000 of people.

With these thoughts in my mind,
| started studying its history, cul-
ture, and its sociology. Its culture
is marvelous and is very deep in
its symbolic meanings. What |
have heard of the community was
that they were a closed group, a
group that is not open to other cul-
tures. But the fact is that the basic
character of it is, its power of
adaptability. It has made use of
many cultures. Whatever good
she finds, she makes it her own.
She is interested in sharing as
well. The other thing | noticed was
the close link between the commu-
nity and the church. It is very diffi-
cult to separate one from the other
and any such attempt is a play on
the rope. There is always the pos-
sibility of slipping down. However,
once we spend time and energy to
untie that knot, it will be a thrilling
experience. | may be on the peak
of such a thrill.

This study contains three chap-
ters, namely, Historical Identity,
Socio-Cultural ldentity, and Eccle-
siastical Identity of the Knanaya
Community. The main purpose of
this study is to prove the existence
of the community from historical
and sociological aspects as well
as its distinction as the Knanaya
Catholic community. | have added
an appendix at the end, which is
the result of an interview | have
conducted. | made it with the mini-
mum available resources, and
hence | do not claim that the re-
sults will be hundred percent accu-
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KNOWING THAT THE IMMIGRANTS WERE DESCENDENTS OF
KING DAVID, PERUMAL GRANTED THEM 72 PREVILEGES.
rate. ings. An analysis of the contents

This study is only a beginning, a
pure starting alone. Much of the
treasures of the community are to
be explored further. And | pray, let
this study be an introduction to
your further studies on this sub-
ject. Hence | have not given a for-
mal introduction before the chap-
ters. Let the chapters introduce
you to the community.

- Abraham Mukalel

CHAPTER 1
HISTORICAL IDENTITY

1:1 INTRODUCTION

The existence of any community
is closely associated with its his-
tory. In fact, history is that which
gives authenticity to the existence
of any person, community or soci-
ety. Hence, it is very important to
pay attention to the study of his-
tory in any scientific study. A brief
historical inquiry into the existence
of the Knanaya Community is
done in this chapter. Knanaites
consider themselves as having a
long history of sixteen and a half
centuries. This chapter mainly
deals with four topics, namely, the
ancient records, tradition, modern
European writers and native writ-

of these topics is done at the end.

1:2 ANCIENT RECORDED
HISTORY

History is the record of past
events. Though the Knanaites
consider themselves as having a
lengthy history of more than six-
teen centuries, we have no real
written records of their existence
prior to the 16th century. This
questions the very existence of
them before the 16th century.
However, this problem may be
solved if we understand the com-
mon traits of early Indians, espe-
cially the Keralites. Actually, they
showed no care in making or pre-

serving historical data. An added
reason is that even if there were
any records for the Syrian Chris-
tians, they were burned during the
Synod of Diamper in 1599 by the
order of Archbishop Dom Menezis.

The only ancient record prior to
the 16th century that may throw
light upon the existence of the
Knanaya Community is the so-
called Knaithomman Chepped or
Knaithomman Copper plates. It is
supposed to be the Copper Plates
which King Ceraman Perumal
granted to Thomas of Kinai. It was
granted in 345 AD and seventy-
two privileges were engraved on it.
However, we do not have it today.
We do not know where it exists
today or how it is lost. Certain
Europeans in the 16th century
have written that it was in the
Cochin fortress and later taken to
Europe. E.g. Dionisio, Gouvea,
Francis Ros etc. If we were able to
decipher it, it would have brought
much light on the history of the
Knanaites.

Even though the original is lost,
we are blessed with having a Por-
tuguese translation of it. Francis
Ros gives the content of the
Chepped in his report about the
St. Thomas Christians. This docu-
ment is available in British Mu-
seum Library. (7o be continued)

O

Kmamawa @Quiz 4%
O O O

We are starting a quiz based on this series of articles on our Knanaya Catholic
Community. Any one can answer the questions and mail to Weekend Bulletin,
7818 W. Argyle, Norridge, IL 60706 or hand over to the editor, Mathachan
Chemmachel. A team of experts will evaluate and best three answers from dif-
ferent age groups will get prizes. The list of those who give correct answers will
be published. Please specify your name, address, and age in your correspon-
dence. Children, Teens, Youth, and Adult can participate. You will find answers
for the following questions in pages 4 and 5 of this issue.

1. How long is the history of the Knanaya Community?
2. Why Knanaites have no written history prior to the 16th century?
3. Where can we find the Portuguese translation of Knaithomman Cop-

per plate?
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December 24 at OLV (SPECIAL)

Parisf|7

ADVERTISEMENTS ARE WELCOME —_—
Your complimentary advertisements on special occa- mggklg

sions like wedding, baptism, jubilee, and death anniver-
saries are welcome at a nominal contribution towards
charitable works of our Agape Movement. Please con-
tact George Thottapuram or Mathachan Chemmachel | | December 24 at OLV for Building Fund
for details.

ections

Current Balance in Church Building Fund

READERS/LECTORS DVENIEAIWIN00WHS afloall /| MIAHEM.

DEC. 31 PASSAGE ADDISION OLV CHICAGO

1st Reading |lIsaiah 43:1-7 NO MASS Michael Sunil Vettathukan- g

2nd Reading |Ephesus 1:3-14 NO MASS Anupama Puthenpurayil

JAN.7 &8 '

1st Reading |Isaiah 60:1-6 Shobin Mookettu Joann Puthenpurayil

2nd Reading | Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 |Lisa Kanjirathumkal Joby Puthenpurayil M
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_ Students and teachers of Third Grade in the Religious Education School at OLV Chicago.
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Jaibu Mathew, E.A.

ENROLLED TO PRACTICE BEFDRE IRS

JAIBU MATHEW KULANGARA
7215 W. Touhy, Suite 5, Chicago, IL 60631.
Office: 773-792-2117, 312-718-6337 Cell
Fax: 773-792-2118, jaibu6@aol.com

* Free Electronic Filing * Refund in 24 Hours *

MARTIN & MARBRY

REALTOR
For All Your Real Estate Needs
Buying, Selling, Re-locating & Investing
Call: Zachariah Chacko (Zach)
(A Friendly Realtor)

Find out how much your dream home is
worth today?
4632 W. Church St., Skokie, IL 60076
(847) 677-1200 (Business)
(847) 551-7386 (Pager)
(847) 374-5031 (Voice Mail)

EQUALHOUSINELENDER

Professional with
11 years experience
in catering.

Catering &Carry-out

Call
WILLIAM GEORGE
3519 W. Montrose Ave,

Chicago, IL 60618
Tel: 773-588-0304
Cell 773-842-5179
E-mail:
mal abarcat @yahoo.com

<% ITYWIDE JMW REALTY INC.

4313 W. Irwing Park, Chicago, IL 60641 ¥

ALEX MULLAPPALLIL
REALTOR CONSULTANT

Tel: 773-286-6200 * Cell: 847-2089516
Res: 847-679-9431 * Fax: 773-286-9516

Specializing in: Gas Stations, Investments, Commercial, & Residential.

EOUALHDUSIRGLENOER

lllinois Residential Mortgage Licensee

LINCOLNWOOD

4039 W. Main St., Skokie, IL 60076

Phone: 847-674-1600

Fax: 847-674-1608

For all your Mortgage Services

Please contact: Benny Kuriakose (Kanjiraparayil)

Phone: 847.583.1245, Pager: 773.258.1301.

PURCHASE, REFINANCES, FIXED, ADJUSTABLE
We offer fast approvals




_ SERVINGTHEMALAYALEECOMMUNITYSINCE 1962 - | PersonalInjury Wrongful | ] & J REMODELING
Death * MedicalNegligence * | «\n/here work is a piece of art.”
5 , CarAccidents * Slipand Fall .
Greetings to > YourCallis Always Welcome Work Injuries Call Us For Remodeling Y our
Knanaya X - * Kitchen
i Attorney Steve Crifase
N 312-855-0511 * Basement
Mission * Bedroom
] 8 South Michigan, Suite 2000, Chicago, Illinois 60603 .
Ehicago - T s (30 395 200
Dupage County Office and Home Visits Available Car. (847) 293.6211

@ itywide Mortgage of America Corp.
- E | Jimmy Thomas Kollappallil
Business: 773.202.2600 | St s Gove. MCNEERETEREEE
Fax: 773.202.2605 T T i e O (773) 2022600
Cell: 847.208.8508 e ML Fax: (773) 202-2605

Res: 847.824.4026 b
ik pan) .-

Lﬂlmhﬂﬂ

L Gudu)l] anolea .. uoediapn
Mathew Joseph 4305 West Irving Park 10er GR0Enl Ml s
M A Laan Officer Chicago, IL 60641 agnies G samae.
MARATHON TGO

peoh afglesy (B47) B14-3849

Fueling Service Stations in the
Midwest,
Towards the Future

Gasoline distribution ur
throughout the Midwest o

Your KNANAYA “With Honesty & Trust’
Gasoline Jobber dvt- Contact us, For Gas Supply, Lease, & Sdes.
Gas Depot Qil Co. A

IL 60053

847-581-0303 (Off)

847-581-0309 (Fax) ere
www.gasdepot.com

Horme Dream Hiome !

To fulfill your swoet dream Call loday & expericnce the differance 1! Gasol ine Distributor for Marathon & Phi llips
Shaji Nirappil Phone # - 847-928-9999 9739 W Irving Park Rd
Office: (630) 539. 7078 Fax  # - 847-928-5555 Schiller Park, IL 60176
Fex: (630) B33 6747 jcherian@chicagopetromarts.com bmani @chicagopetromarts.com
Cell: {630) 886-1044 )
Email: shajinirappitghotmeal.oom
FOR ALL YOUR

PERSONAL AND
BUSINESS TAX
SERVICES

ST. MICHAEL'S TOWING

24 HOUR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 1-866-JOE-4-TOW
POWER WASH 847-568-1500

Joy CHEMMACHEL 4002 W. Chicago, Chicago, IL
312-560-1600 7736 W. Dempster, Morton Grove, IL

m . Avian Realty

IMLS Serving You More For Less

gpecuilties molids pemdentl, Commersial & Cos Sratione i m ozl SHicsgo led mes. @

( M ‘
VY itywide Mortgage of America Corp.

JOSEPH MULLAPPALLIL _ PETER VARGHESE, cLu
...................................... PETER VARGHESE AGENCY, INC.

*

| AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

W amiam,com

| DELIVER WHAT | PROMISE TOMY 970 EAST ROLLINS ROAD

BUSINESS: 773.202.2600 . NELLAMATTAM ROUND LAKE BEACH, ILLINOIS 60073
CELL: 773.908.8296 46(_)5 West Irvmg Park 619 N. Milwaukee Ave., Suite 25 REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE
- . . Ch|cago IL 60641 Glenview, IL 60025. Office:  B47-223-7786 AMERICAN FAMILY SECURITIES, LLC
Fax: 773.202.2605 ! 847-486-4112 (Off) Fax:  B847-223.7805 6000 AMERICAN PARKWAY
847-302-8556 (Cell) E-Mail: pvarghes@amfam.com MACISION, WI Sa78s
AN ILLINOIS RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE LICENSEE L=l 847-724-3247 (Fa) = ol i seiionadsct S 1-888-428-5433

A —

@RYE2LI0aH.  ©)a fldh@R086)01003

»
w‘:ﬁ m 60810 OM2w20] ... . ‘ \'\,\A/ itywide Mortgage of America Corp.

ks ~ “‘
cm(mmoé %901“5 4305 W. Irving Park, Chicago, IL 60641
Ca stles By King, Lid. @) ST AR v ks Tel: 773.286.6200
D 516 Ccrﬁ._s A\.re6 I:{)Elg?loivaha\.rer1 Plaza) CARRY OUT & FREE HOME DELIVERY L Specializing in:
arien, lllinois 605 TEL: 773-774 5552 5 il et co
Business (630) 964-6400 . . xisting Residential
Fax (630) 964-6458 JOHN MURIPARAMBIL 773 829 1572 New Construction
Cell (830) 430-1730 @ JACOB PLAMPARAMPIL 773 774 5552 JKAAN_II_ﬁwRAM * Commercial / Investment
For a Buyer / Seller Consultation
EDISON PARK PALACE RESTAURANT
Lukose (Luke)ml';i - rKalladanthle s 6701-03 N. NORTHWEST HWY Cell: 630-202-1002  For a Free Market Analysis
CHICAGO, IL 60631 Res; 630-307-1518  For a Free Pre-Qualification

Each Office iz Independently Owned and Operated 100% Customer Service

EQUALHOUEBGLENDER




